
St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN 
The First Fifteen 

At JPII, we begin our parish meetings with some faith sharing focused on one of the upcoming Sunday's readings.  To 
begin, one person in the group proclaims the reading provided below.  Then everyone is invited to reflect and share 
on the readings. The questions provided are a guide to stimulate your discussion. You can use these or anything that 
strikes you about the Word of God.  Conclude your prayer with the “Glory Be”. 
 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time       Matthew 5:1-12a          
January 29, 2023 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. 
He began to teach them, saying: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the land. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward will be great in heaven." 
 
Thoughts to Ponder: 

1. Do you think the rewards attributed to the beatitudes belong to this life? Why or why not? 
2. Which of the beatitudes are uncomfortable for you? 
3. How do the things Jesus says will make you happy differ from what the world says? 

 
 
End with the Glory Be… 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 


